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COUNTY COUNCIL

OF

HARFORD COUNTY, MARYLAND

BILL I~ O. 88- 22

Introduced by
Council President Hardwicke at the request
of the County Executive

Legislative Day No. 88- 14 Date May 10, 1988

AN EMERGENCY ACT to repeal and re- enact, with amendments,
Subsection D( 2) ( d) of Section 267- 41, heading,
Special Overlay Districts, of Part 1, heading,
Standards, of Article VI, heading, District
Regulations, of Chapter 267, heading, Zoning, of
the Harford County Code, as amended; to provide
that County law be consistent with State
Chesapeake Bay Critical Areas laws and
regulations.

By the Council 1988

Introduced, read first time, ordered posted and public hearing scheduled

on: June 9, 1988

By Order:

at: 7: 00 P. M.

f.tMAA~ yJffl.l~ Secretary

PUBLIC HEARING

Having been posted and notice of time and place of hearing and title

or' Bill having been published according to the Charter, a public hearing was held

on 1988

and concluded on June 9, 1988

A~ jJ~ Secretary

EXPLANATION: CAPITALS INDICATE MATTER ADDED TO EXISTING LAW.

Brackets} lndicate matter deleted from eXlstlng
law. Underllnlng lndlcates language added to

Bl11 by amendment. Language 11ned through
lndlcates matter strlcKen out of Blll

by amendment.
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Section 1. Be It Enacted By The County Council of Harford County,

2 Haryland, that Subsection D ( 2) ( d) of Section 267- 41, heading,

3 Special Overlay Districts, of Part 1, heading, Standards, of

4 Article VI, heading, District Regulations,  of Chapter 267,

5 heading, Zoning, of the Harford County Code, as amended, be, and

6

7

8

9

10

11

12

13

14

15

16

17

18

19

20

21

it is hereby repealed and re- enacted, with amendments, all to read

as follows:

Chapter 267. Zoning.

Part 1. Standards.

Article VI. District Regulations.

Section 267- 41. Special Overlay Districts.

A. ' rhe Historic District shall be as set in Part 2 of this

Chapter of the County Code.

B. The Agricultural Land Preservation District shall be as

set forth in Part 3 of this Chapter of the County Code.

C. The Floodplain District shall be as set forth in Chapter

131 of the County Code.

D. Natural Resources District.

1) Purpose. The intent of this overlay district is to

preserve SIGNIFICANT/ special environmental

herein and to:

features identified

22
a) Provide uniform guidelines for orderly

development and use of land within the Natural Resources District

to protect the ecology of the area.

23

24

25 (
b) Protect steep terrain.

26 (
c) Protect water quali ty in streams and rivers.

27 (
d) I1i nimi ze erosion/ siltation and protect

28

29

30

31

32

essential vegetation.

e) Protect shorelines,] NON- TIDAL wetlands and

beaches] .
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23

24
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32

f) Protect persons and property from environmental

hazards such as erosion, siltation and floodwaters.

2) Application. The Natural Resources District shall

apply to the following environmental features:

a)

thousand ( 40, 000)

percent ( 25%)

Steep slopes: any land area exceeding forty

square feet with a slop in excess of twenty- five

b) ! 1arsh areas: any area of [ tidal and] non- tidal

wetlands exceeding forty thousand ( 40, 000) square feet, including

but not limited to, areas designated as " areas of critical state

concern" by the l1aryland

Natural Resources District

Department of State Planning. The

boundaries under this provision shall

include the buffers described in Subsection D( 5) ( e) below.

c) Streams: the following streams, including

Broad Creek, Bynum Run, Carsins Run, Deer Creek, Grays Run, Ahha

Branch, Herring Run, Little Gunpowder Falls, Rock Run, Peddler

Run, Swan Creek, Winters Run and their tributaries, as identified

on the Harford County Hydrology Map

Geological Survey Base Map 1: 62, 500).

1976 Revised Maryland

Tributaries to the above

streams which drain a subbasin of more than four hundred ( 400)

acres are included in the Natural Resources District stream

designation. The acreage of a subbasin is determined at the point

of confluence with another stream identified on the County

Hydrological Map. The Natural Resources District area for stream

protection shall be a minimum distance of one hundred fifty ( 150)

feet on both sides of the center line of the stream or fifty ( 50)

feet beyond the one- hundred- year floodplain, whichever is greater,

and along their tributaries for a minimum of seventy- five ( 75)

feet on both sides of the center line of the tributary. The

Natural Resources District boundaries under this provision shall

include the buffer requirements of Subsection D( 4) ( b) and ( 5) ( b)

of this Section.

2
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d) Shoreline: any shoreline or water' s edge along

the Chesapeake Bay, Bush River, Susquehanna River or the Gunpowder

River for a minimum distance of one thousand ( 1, 000) feet landward

from the mean high water line for tidal waters or the inland edge

of tidal wetlands, if present.]

3 ) Use restrictions. The following uses shall be

prohibited:

I1ininga) excavation,or except existing

operations of either, and dredging, except such dredging as may be

permitted by State law.

b) Deposit or landfills of refuse or solid or

liquid waste, except manure. Acceptable fill permitted by the

United States Army Corps of Engineers may be used for stream bank

erosion control.

c) Alteration of the streambed and bank of a

16
waterway, except for best management practices to reduce stream

17
erosion and maintenance of stream crossings for agricultural

18
purposes.

19  (
4 ) Permitted uses. The following land uses shall be

20

21

22

23

24

25

26

27

28

29

30

31

32

permitted, provided that the conditions described herein are met:

a) Agriculture. Agriculture shall be permitted,

provided that accepted soil conservation practices of the Soil

Conservation Service are implemented along watercourses or a

twenty- five- foot- wide grass filter strip along the edge of

cropland bordering streams is provided to reduce surface runoff

and associated pollutants from entering waterways.

b) Forestry. Commercial timber operations shall

be permitted, provided that a Forest Management Plan ( FMP) is

approved by ; the Maryland Forest, Park and Wildlife Service and

the Department of Planning and Zoning. Along [ shorelines and]

3
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streams, a buffer of fifty ( 50) feet, plus four ( 4) feet for each

one- percent increase in slope, measured from the water' s edge

shall be provided. ' rhe restriction on harvesting within this

buffer may be waived, provided that a site- specific Buffer

r1anagement Plan is prepared and approved as an amendment to the

Forest l1anagement Plan ( FMP) The Buffer Management Plan shall

address potential water- quality impacts and

undisturbed buffer designed according

shall include a

minimum to site charac-

ter istics. Trees wi thin the buffer may also be harvested to

remove diseased, insect- damaged or fire- damaged trees in order to

salvage the same or reduce potential stream blockage due to fallen

timber. Landowners are exempted from the Forest Management Plan

FMP) requirement when timber is harvested for personal use only.

Forestry operations within the urban residential districts ( Rl,

R2, R3 or R4) shall be required to meet the conservation

requirements under Subsection D( 5) below.

c) Utilities. The replacement of existing

utilities or installation of new and accessory utilities will be

permi tted wi thin the Natural Resources Distr ict. Following the

placement of utilities, the disturbed land area shall be

stabilized and reseeded. Wherever technically feasible, a buffer

of seventy- five ( 75) feet from the water' s edge shall be provided

along watercourses.

d) Stormwater management. ' Vilhere required,

stormwater management facilities are permitted within the Natural

Resources District, subject to other Harford County Stormwater

Management Regulations.

5) Conservation requirements. The following conserva-

tion measures are required within this district:

4
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a) All development shall minimize soil disturbance

during development and shall reduce soil erosion and sedimenta-

tion. Hhen developing site plans, consideration shall be given to

maintaining the existing drainageways within the Natural Resources

District.

b) Clearing or removal of natural ground cover and

vegetation in preparation for development shall be minimized. Site

development shall be clustered or designed in such a manner to

preserve large contiguous tracts of woodland. [ Except for

shoreline areas included in the Natural Resources District under

Subsection D( 2) ( d) above, the clearing] CLEARING of woodlands

shall not reduce the area coverage of trees below seventy percent

70%). Along streams, a buffer with minimum width of fifty ( 50)

feet, plus four ( 4) feet for each one- percent increase in slope,

measured from the water' s edge shall be provided. Trees within

the buffer may be harvested to remove diseased, insect- damaged or

fire- damaged trees to salvage the same or reduce potential stream

blockage due to fallen timber. Essential access roads may be

permitted to traverse the buffer.

Sensitivec) environmental areas, including

special natural features,] SIGNIFICANT/ SPECIAL NATURAL FEATURES,

significant wildlife habitats, saturated soils, [ erosive] HIGHLY

ERODIBLE soils and designated scenic areas shall not be disturbed

during any development.

d) Any land in excess of twenty- five percent ( 25%)

area of forty thousand ( 40, 000) square feet or more

cleared of natural ground cover or vegetation in

for development, except for necessary roads and

slope

shall

for an

not be

preparation

utilities. jot than thirty percent

15 % ) s 1 ope and

more 30%) of any land in

than twenty- fiveof fifteen percentexcess less

percent ( 25%) slope shall be cleared of natural ground cover or

vegetation in preparation for development.

5
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e) [ Tidal and non- tidal] NON- TIDAL wetlands shall

not be disturbed by development. A buffer of at least seventy-

five ( 75) feet shall be maintained in areas adjacent to wetlands.

f) Shoreline development shall be designed to

minimize adverse impacts to the waters and the natural resources

of the Chesapeake Bay and its tidal tributaries. Impervious

surfaces shall not cover more than thirty percent ( 30%) of the

land area for a distance of one hundred ( 100) feet from the mean

high- vvater line.

five hundred ( 500)

Fifty percent ( 50%) of a shoreline area within

feet from the mean high- water line shall be

maintained as permanent open space.

g) No structure connected to the shorel ine, such

as a dock, pier or boathouse, shall extend outward from the mean

high- water line more than twenty- five percent ( 25%) of the

distance to the mean high- water line on the opposite shore or more

than two hundred fifty ( 250) feet, whichever is less.]

6) Variances. The Board may grant a variance to

Subsection 0( 3), ( 4) or ( 5) of the Natural Resources District

regulations upon a finding by

development will not adversely

the Board that the proposed

affect the Natural Resources

District. Prior to rendering approval, the Board shall request

advisory comments from the Zoning Administrator, the Soil

Conservation Service and the Department of Natural Resources.

7) Development adjustment. If more than thirty percent

30%) of a parcel zoned residential or agricultural, as of

September 1, 1982, is within this district, the housing types and

design requirements, excluding gross density, of the next most

dense residential district shall apply, provided that sensitive

environmental features on the si te are protected. Hhen this

adjustment is used, development shall not occur on slopes in

excess of fifteen percent ( 15%) for an area of forty thousand

40, 000) square feet or more.

6
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8) Extension of district. Upon presentation of factual

2 information by the property owner demonstrating the existence of

3 sensitive environmental features deserving protection, the Board

4 may, pursuant to Section 267- 9, Board of Appeals, extend the

5 boundaries of the district.

6 9) Adjustment of district. The application of this

7 district to the Zoning Maps shall be construed as general in

8 nature and may be adjusted by the Zoning Administrator upon the

9 presentation of engineering data which delineate more precisely
10 the boundaries of this district in conformance with Subsection

11 D( 2) above.

12
E. The requirements of this section shall not apply to

13 developments with approved concept plans or preliminary plans

14
prior to the effective date of this Part 1.

15 Section 2. And Be It Further Enacted that the Act is hereby

16 declared to be an Emergency Act, necessary for so that County law

17 is consistent with State Chesapeake Bay Critical Areas Laws and

18
regulations, and this act shall take effect on the date it becomes

19
law.

20
EFFECTIVE:

21

22

23

24

25

26

27

28

29

30

31

32

June 24, 1988

The Secretary of the Council does hereby
certify that fifteen ( 15) copies of this Bill
are immediately available for distribution to

the public and the press.

4. tJm~ Secretary

7
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BY THE COUNCIL

BILL NO. 88- 22

Read the third time.

Passed LSD 83- 19 14 1988

Failed of Passage

By Order

A4~ /~ Secretary

Sealed with the County Seal and presented to the County Executive

for his approval this 1 day of June 1 8

at 3: 00 o' clock P. M.

P~ Secretary

BY THE EXECUTIVE

APPROVED:

IU?~ ~~ 4't" ~
cutlve /

Date

y'~.. /~._~

BY THE COUNCIL

This Bill, ( No. 88- 22), having been approved by the Executive

and returned to the Council, becomes law on June 24, 1988.

Secretary

EFFECTIVE DATE: June 24, 1988

A


